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Bible Stories – Animals God Uses 
These stories illustrate how God has used animals to help characters in the Bible find the right path or sustain themselves in times of challenge. These stories can help us to reflect on how we need to rely on God as well as each other to become the people he has created us to be. This in turn will help towards understanding Ubuntu as these stories consider how, alongside the people in our communities, a relationship with God is important in enabling a positive human experience. If we behave well towards each other as part of a community, with God’s presence with us to act as our foundation, then our lives become happier enabling us all to flourish.

Noah’s Ark – The Raven and Dove (Upper KS2/KS3)
In this reflection we will simply be exploring the role of the raven and dove in the story of Noah’s Ark rather than the whole story. It assumes pupils will have some knowledge of ‘The Flood.’ The full story can be found in the Old Testament, book of Genesis, Chapter 7. Use the PowerPoint file, ‘Noah and the Birds’ to work through this part of the story.

Slide 1
Ask pupils to share their knowledge and understanding of the story of Noah’s Ark. Explain that we are picking up the story after the earth had been flooded; Noah, his family and all the animals are in the ark and on the water.
Slide 2
[Click] Following the Genesis flood, land was becoming visible and the ark came to rest on Mount Ararat, [Click] Noah released a raven and dove from the ark at different times. The goal in sending these birds was to determine if the flood waters had abated enough for Noah and his family to exit the ark.
To check this out, Noah first release a raven. It kept flying to and from the Ark until land appeared. Noah then releases a dove three times, waiting 7 days between each release:
· The dove finds nowhere to perch and returns to the ark 
· The dove returns with a freshly plucked olive leaf
· The dove does not return
Slide 3
It is interesting to consider the following about ravens and doves to understand why Noah chose them:Doves
· Doves feed on seeds and small insects which would have been around more plentifully after the flood
· Doves demonstrate a considerable amount of trust of humans
· It is said that doves rest only on dry ground
· They prefer flying in low valleys
Ravens
· Ravens are scavengers and would have had a lot to eat after the flood
· Ravens are more prone to survival and would have been able to survive quite harsh conditions
· They tend to travel over a wide area
· They can fly for long periods without rest
· Ravens feed on a wide range of foods, including dead meat (carrion)


This is why the dove always came back to Noah to make him aware of his surroundings before the dove felt comfortable to leave for good.
The raven, however, did not come back when conditions were not favourable indicating that the time could be near but not quite there yet. Ravens will land on anything, even things that are dead; they will also stash food away selfishly for themselves. They can survive harsh conditions. 
A dove, on the other hand, is very different. Doves require dry land and need seeds and insects; they will regurgitate their food and share with other doves. 
Therefore, when the raven does not return, Noah cannot be confident that the flood has receded enough for them to leave the ark. Later, because of the nature of a dove’s behaviour, he can be confident that when the dove does not return, habitable land must be there, and it is time to leave the ark.

Reflection
Both birds help Noah to understand what the situation is and whether the time is right to leave the Ark. Both have different qualities that were needed. That is the same for us – to be a successful, flourishing school community we need all sorts of people with all sorts of qualities. God has blessed us in many different ways.
· What are your positive qualities? (link to the fruits of the spirit to help with ideas if needed – Galatians 5:22)
· How do you demonstrate good Ubuntu and therefore contribute to a flourishing school community? 
· Do you pay attention to your school’s Christian values? What difference do they make?
Further development:
Both of these birds appear in other stories in the bible. See what you can find out about such stories and the symbolism associated with both ravens and doves.

Prayer
This slide includes a suggested prayer for pupils to be invited to join in with if they wish.
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