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Bible Stories – Animals God Uses 
These stories illustrate how God has used animals to help characters in the Bible find the right path or sustain themselves in times of challenge. These stories can help us to reflect on how we need to rely on God as well as each other to become the people he has created us to be. This in turn will help towards understanding Ubuntu as these stories consider how, alongside the people in our communities, a relationship with God is important in enabling a positive human experience. If we behave well towards each other as part of a community, with God’s presence with us to act as our foundation, then our lives become happier enabling us all to flourish.

Elijah and the Ravens KS2/3
The story of Elijah and the Ravens can be found in Old Testament in the book of 1 Kings. Use the PowerPoint presentation, ‘Elijah and the Ravens’ to work through the story.

Slide 1
[Click] About 900 years before the birth of Christ, there was a very wicked king in Israel by the name of Ahab. Because of the evil things that Ahab was doing, Elijah told him that there would be no dew or rain for several years until he gave the word. Because of what Elijah told him, Ahab hated him and wanted to harm him.
[Click] Elijah told King Ahab that there wouldn’t be any dew or rain, unless Elijah asked God to send rain. God told Elijah to go hide by the brook called Cherith. Elijah would be able to drink from the brook there and God will have the ravens feed Elijah there. So, Elijah did what God said and ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and the evening. Elijah drank water from the brook.
Slide 2
[Click] After a while, the water in the brook dried up from the drought, so God told Elijah to go see a widow and she would feed him. When Elijah reached the city gates, Elijah saw the widow just as God had told him. She was picking up sticks and Elijah asked her to bring him a little water in a cup. As she turned to go get him the water, he also asked for a piece of bread. But she told him that she only had a handful of flour and a little oil in a jar left. She was gathering sticks to make the last loaf of bread, and then her and her son would die because that was all the food she had left.
[Click] Elijah told her not to worry. He said, “Make me a small cake first and bring it to me, then you can go back and make more for you and your son.” The Lord says that your bin of flour and your jar of oil will not be used up until it rains again. And that is what happened! The widow and her son had enough to eat!
[Click] After a time, the widow's son became so sick that he died. The widow asked Elijah “What have I done, Prophet, that my son would die?” Elijah replied to the widow “Give me your son.” Elijah took him from the widow's arms and carried the widow's son to the upper room where he was staying, and Elijah laid her son in the bed where he slept.
Elijah cried out to God asking Him why the son died while he was staying with them. He stretched himself on top of the son 3 times begging God to save his life. 
[Click] God heard Elijah and the son breathed again. Elijah and the widow's son went back downstairs and told her that "Your son is alive!" The widow told Elijah that because of her son living again, she knew he was a man of God and that Elijah speaks the truth about God.

Slide 3
Use this slide to help pupils reflect what the story helps us to think about together with a suggested prayer to invite pupils to join in with if they wish.
Reflection
Isn't it wonderful how God took care of Elijah and the widow’s son? Well, it is even true that God cares for his people today. Jesus himself said, "If God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. So, don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?'" (Matthew 6:29-31)
Do you worry a lot about things? Ask God for his peace and help to trust in Him.
Elijah demonstrates great courage to follow God – denying the wants of King Ahab could have ended very badly but Elijah trusted in God. The widow placed great trust in Elijah.
Ask pupils to think about times when they have trusted God or others. Think about their own trustworthiness. Is this a strong characteristic or something they need to work on?
Prayer
This slide includes a suggested prayer for pupils to be invited to join in with if they wish.
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