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Ubuntu Collective Worship 2 – Teacher Guidance
This worship develops the concept of Ubuntu through the story of Nelson Mandela and the Christian concept of the body of Christ.

Gathering 

Slide 1
Have the Ubuntu (World Edition) video playing as the children enter (you may want to repeat the video so that the children all get to see some of it): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rr8vjwhY-6c

Begin the worship by lighting a candle and following the school’s usual gathering routine.

Engaging 

Slide 2
Explain that the video we have been watching was made by choirs from all over the world to sing about Ubuntu. Read through the chorus from the song (on the slide). 

Slide 3
Explain that the video and the song were made to celebrate what would have been the 100th birthday of an important person in history called Nelson Mandela (died in 1999). 

Nelson Mandela was very committed to the concept of Ubuntu and it guided him through some very challenging times in his life (read the quote on the slide with the children).

Slide 4
Nelson Mandela was born in South Africa in 1918. At that time, the government in South Africa ran a system called ‘apartheid’. 
Apartheid is when black people have to live apart from white people. Most black people had no jobs, were very poor and could not vote because of this.
Nelson grew up in a village and went away to study law when he was a young man. 
He wanted to help free black people from apartheid. In 1962, he was arrested for taking part in protests against apartheid.

Slide 5
Nelson spent 27 years living in a tiny prison cell.
The only time that he was allowed out was when the prisoners would be lined up in the prison yard and made to sit in the hot sun smashing up rocks into small pieces as a punishment.

[bookmark: _Hlk111556526]Slide 6
Eventually, Nelson Mandela was released in 1990 after the laws in South Africa had changed.
He became president of South Africa in 1994 – and black people were allowed to vote for the first time.
The white people thought he might be very angry and encourage violence in revenge for the way he had been treated, but instead he told everyone that they needed to work together to make their country strong.

Slide 7
This is a famous quote from Nelson Mandela. What do you think it means? How would he still be in prison? How does this relate to Ubuntu. What does Nelson Mandela’s life tell us about Ubuntu?

Slide 8
Christians have an idea called The Body of Christ. We are all members of a body and the body can’t function properly unless every member takes part and is valued. You will find this in 1 Corinthians 12:12-26. How is this similar to Ubuntu? 

Responding
Slide 9
Reflect on the idea that we each have a place alongside one another. Talk about how this goes wrong when we think that other people don’t matter – like we’ve just heard about in the story of South Africa.

Can the children think of examples in the life of the school where we need to remind ourselves that everyone matters? How can we show Ubuntu in these situations?

Sending
Slide 10
Ask the children to be thinking carefully in the week ahead about when they can show Ubuntu by including someone in a game or an activity. Tell the children that in your next collective worship you will be asking them to share good examples of when they have had Ubuntu shown to them in this way. 

Slide 11
Use the prayer on the slide (or an alternative of your choice).
Play the piece of music from the beginning of worship again as children leave.
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