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Perseverance

Key Stage 2 – Reflection 1

The reflection builds on the whole school collective worship on Perseverance and builds on the idea that perseverance isn’t always easy but is important if we want to be the best person that we can.

You will need the associated PowerPoint.

Slide 1: Ask the children whether they know what this is a picture of. It’s the Mars Rover ‘Perseverance’. At the time of writing, it has been active on Mars for 579 sols (595 Earth days, or 1 year, 7 months and 18 days), looking for signs of ancient life and taking rock samples. 

Ask the children why they think ‘Perseverance’ was chosen for the name of the rover. Relate to the scientists who worked with tireless determination to make the mission work and the perseverance that would be required of the rover (even if it’s not human). For children who are interested, there is a fantastic website dedicated to the rover here: https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/

Slide 2: Remind the children of the message from the whole school worship that showing perseverance doesn’t mean being good at things or being a big success, it means always have hope and that we can try again when things go wrong. 

Slide 3: Tell children that they are going to hear a story from the Old Testament about three men who persevered when things went very wrong (the story comes from the Book of Daniel, Chapter 3).

[bookmark: _Hlk116295833]There were once some men called Meshach, Shadrach and Abednego. They were Jews living in Babylon. They loved God very much and they were best friends.

Slide 4: One day the three friends were given orders to go to an important event. They heard the sound of music and followed it through the winding streets until finally they came to the edge of the city.

Slide 5: There in front of them they saw a tall statue that seemed to reach up to the sky. Everyone was told that when the music played they must bow down before the statue. Anyone who didn’t bow down would be in big trouble. The music started to play. People started to bow down which made the three friends very sad.


Slide 6: They knew it was wrong to bow down to the statue. Only God should be worshipped like this. They didn’t realise but some men who worked for the king were watching them. When they saw that the three friends did not bow before the statue the men went at once to tell the king.

Slide 7: The king was very angry with the three friends. He wanted to know if it was true what the men had told him. He gave them another chance to go back to the statue and bow before it. If they would not obey him he warned that they would be thrown into a terrible fire!

Slide 8: The three friends answered, ‘The true and living God who we serve can save us from the fire but what ever happens we will not bow down to your statue and worship it.’

Slide 9: When the king heard their answer he was furious. He showed his teeth and went very red in the face.

Slide 10: He ordered the fire to be made seven times hotter and he sent for his strongest soldiers to tie up the three friends with ropes and throw them into the fire!

Slide 11: But something amazing happened when the men entered the fire. Their hands became free from the ropes and they walked around looking very peaceful. As the king watched them he saw another man in the fire. He looked like the Son of God. 

Slide 12: The king could not believe what he was seeing. The men were completely safe. They were not burned at all. He shouted for the three friends to come out of the fire. As they walked out everyone saw they were safe. They did not even smell of smoke.

Slide 13: Then the king spoke to everyone and said, ‘The God of Meshach, Shadrach and Abednego is to be praised. He has kept them safe because they trusted in Him. No one else can save like their God and anyone who speaks evil against Him will be punished. The three friends were very happy and praised God.

Slide 14: After this the king gave them very important jobs to help him rule over the great city of Babylon. God had kept the three friends safe in the fire and now He was blessing them again because He loved them.

Slide 15: Discuss how things went badly wrong for Meshach, Shadrach and Abednego when they refused to worship a statue but how they persevered in their trust in God. And in standing up for what they believed in.
[bookmark: _Hlk94009919]


Slide 16: On the Mars Rover website, there is currently a competition to nominate a student who has shown perseverance (unfortunately only open to USA schools). Discuss with the children what sort of qualities we might be looking for if we were going to nominate someone from our school. (e.g. Someone who keeps on going when the going gets tough, someone who doesn’t let others discourage them, someone who starts again when things go wrong, someone who is patient and doesn’t let frustration get the better of them). 

These ideas could be captured on a flip chart and displayed in the reflection area of the classroom.

Slide 17: End with the closing prayer from the first collective worship.
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