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Perseverance

Key Stage 2 – Reflection 2

The reflection builds on the whole school collective worship on Perseverance and builds on the idea that perseverance isn’t always easy but is important if we want to be the best person that we can.

You will need the associated PowerPoint.

Slide 1: Recap the theme of perseverance from previous worships and then explore how the people in the slide, who should be familiar to the children, have persevered. (The people are: Marcus Rashford, Gretta Thunberg, Malala Yousafzai and Captain Tom Moore. Most teachers will already be aware but for anyone who isn’t, they each have a book in the ‘Little People, Big Dreams’ series.)

Draw out the idea that a connection between each of these people is that they persevered in order to help others, not just to achieve something for themselves.

Slide 2: Tell the children that we are going to hear the story of Deborah. This story comes from the time in the Bible (the book of Judges) when the people of God, the Israelites, had become settled in the land that God had promised to them. In the Understanding Christianity Big Frieze, this story would come toward the beginning of the section in the slide. If you have the frieze on display, it would be good to put it in context.

Slide 3: When the people of God settled in the land that God had promised them (Israel) there was a time of peace. God had told them that everything would go well for them as long as they didn’t stray from the commandments that he had given them. He particularly told them that there would be all kinds of troubles if they started worshipping statues (idols) and false Gods.

Slide 4: Unfortunately, over time that is exactly what they did. They forgot God, disobeyed His commandments and began to worship statues and false gods. As a consequence, they did not live in peace but suffered under attacks from their enemies.

Slide 5: At this time, the Israelites were not ruled by a king, instead God raised spiritual leaders called Judges who did their best to direct the people to serve God.

Slide 6: But as soon as one of the judges died, the people would turn back and act even more corruptly than before. They returned to their stubborn, disobedient ways and worshipped idols instead of God.

Slide 7: So God allowed the Canaanites to develop a strong army with over 900 chariots under the command of mighty Sisera. The powerful Canaanites mistreated the Israelites for 20 years.

Slide 8: They raided and stole their crops.

Slide 9: They captured their cattle. Eventually, the people prayed and cried out to God for help. 

Slide 10: So God called up a woman named Deborah to be judge over the people. People didn’t like the idea of a woman being the judge at first but Deborah persevered in trying to get people to pay attention to her guidance After a time some people did come to her to listen because they recognised that her words were so wise.

Slide 11: Deborah knew that the people needed to turn back to God and stand up to the Canaanites but Barak, the leader of the Israelites, wouldn’t listen to her. But Deborah persevered and kept sending messages to Barak to come and listen to her.

Slide 12: Eventually, Barak did come to hear her out. Deborah told Barak that if he obeyed God and went to Mount Tabor with ten thousand men to challenge the Canaanites then God would give the Israelites victory. Barak replied, ‘I will go but only if you go with me. If you won’t go with me, I won’t go.’ ‘I will go with you,’ said Deborah.

Slide 13: Sisera, the commander of the Canaanites heard that Barak gathered together 10,000 men to fight him at Mount Tabor. He quickly gathered his trained men of war and 900 iron chariots to attack Barak and his group of poorly equipped fighters.

Slide 14: Deborah, Barak and the brave Israelites stood on Mount Tabor and watched below as the Sisera organised his mighty force of chariots near the river Kishon. They grew tense as they saw this mighty foe below. How could they possibly fight against such a strong army?

Slide 15: The sky grew very dark above them. Then a mighty torrent of rain came. Deborah said to Barak, ‘Go! The Lord has given Sisera into your hands. The Lord has gone out before you.’ So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with ten thousand men following him.

Slide 16: God confused Sisera and his chariots as the water in the river Kishon rose to a mighty torrent, flooded the land and swept many of the army away.

Slide 17: Barak pursued the fleeing chariots and the army to a faraway place so that they wouldn’t come back and torment the Israelites again.



Slide 18: The cruel Canaanites and powerful Sisera were no longer a threat to the Israelites. Barak and Deborah celebrated by singing praise to God. Through Deborah’s perseverance, the Israelites turned back to trusting and obeying God. After this, they lived in peace for 40 years.

Slide 19: Discuss with the children how we can persevere in order to help others or to address issues of unfairness. This would link to any work that the school does on courageous advocacy.

Slide 20: End with the closing prayer from the first collective worship.
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