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Board of Education

The Christian Value of Joy

Romans 15:13

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

The premise of this set of reflection resources is to consider joy as something deeper and richer than happiness; something that has a spiritual dimension. Happiness is derived from our circumstances and experiences; joy is what happens deep inside your spirit and soul. They also consider that joy is not something that we experience in isolation but links closely to love and peace, the two other values that it is joined by as the first three fruits of the spirit as described in the New Testament, St Paul’s letter to the Galatians.

KS 1 Reflection 1

This reflection explores the value of joy through exploring a parable Jesus told. This story is often called, ‘The Lost Coin’ and can be found in the New Testament, Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 15 verses 8 -10.

You will need the associated PowerPoint presentation.

Slide 1: Introduction slide for display at the start of the reflection. The Bible verse is from the Old Testament Book of Psalms and reminds us that each day we can be joyful and thankful for what God has given us.

Slide 2: Explain that you are going to tell the children a story that Jesus told that will help us to think about what it means to be joyful. Click through each slide and image as you tell the story:

There was a woman who had ten silver coins. She was probably a poor woman, and those ten silver coins were very important and precious to her. 

Slide 3:

One day, she decided to take those coins out of their special place. She just wanted to look at them and enjoy them for a moment; but she knew she needed to put them back in their special place and get back to her work for the day.
Slide 4:

The woman counted her coins one last time, as she was putting them away. Six ... Seven ... Eight ... Nine ... "Oh, no! There are only nine! Frantically, the woman searched her whole house. She looked on the floor, under the table where she had been counting the coins, but it was not there. 

Slide 5:

She looked in her pockets just in case it might have fallen off the table and into her pocket, but she could not find the coin. She got her broom and started sweeping every nook and cranny, but still did not find the lost coin. Finally, she looked outside in the yard and there, gleaming in the sunlight…..

Slide 6:

The woman was so excited and full of joy about finding her lost coin, she went out to get her friends and invited them to her house for a big party. All her friends were just as happy as she was about finding the missing coin. They had a long, joyous celebration.

Slide 7: Reflection - Jesus relates the joy of the woman finding her lost coin (which in the story was the equivalent of a day’s wages, so a significant amount) to joy in heaven when someone turns back to God and repents. In the story the woman represents God and the coin represents humankind.
Use the questions on the slide to help children reflect on what joy might feel like. Ask the to share their thoughts. In addition, you could ask whether any children had parties that celebrate them – eg a birthday celebration. How does it make you feel when people are there to specifically celebrate you?

Slide 8: Reflection contd. – work through each bullet point. Here you can emphasis that everyone is special to God. Christians believe that we can all experience deep joy when God is part of our lives. Even when times are tough, joy can be felt and help us through such times.

Slide 9: Prayer – Use the prayer on the slide – for children who would like to make it their prayer, invite them to join in with the amen at the end. 
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