A class reflection based on ‘How we show love for the planet’ by Bethany Pennington, Year 6, Pilgrims Cross Church of England Primary School, Andover
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‘We water the flowers and nurture the trees
We try to recycle and not throw rubbish in the sea
We feed the animals and are cared for when we need
We help others with kind words and grow our faith like little seeds
We love the creation, the sun so bright, the moon, the stars that shine in the night
We love our saviour who died on the cross so we will care for his creation so they are not lost.

Teacher notes
Bethany’s poem was written following a collective worship about caring for the world.  From a Christian perspective, this can be expanded into an understanding of responsibility and stewardship.

Introduction
PowerPoint Slide 1 Ask the children why dogs may be enjoying life during the current time – Elicit that people are working from home more and staying in a lot so dogs have company. They are enjoying more walks as it is one of the activities that people can do safely.
PowerPoint Slide 2 Extend this idea by watching the video of how animals are reacting to the recent lockdown. There is a hyperlink in the slide if you want to open it that way, though it may be easier to have it open ready.
Talk to the children about how the world is experiencing less chemical, human and noise pollution which is improving life for animals and nature. 
Ask the children in what ways nature is benefiting from the current situation. Is the world a better place when there is not so much pollution?
PowerPoint Slide 3 Tell the children that you are going to watch a film about when the earth had no pollution – the Bible story of The Creation – when there was no litter, plastic or car fumes and the world was a beautiful place. 
As you play the video (the link is on the slide) ask the children to also think about the first video that they saw.
Ask the children to give their views on how the two videos compare. Do they see some similarities in what is happening to nature during the pandemic when people are driving less; when people are spending more time with their families enjoying forests, beaches and parks; when people are thinking more about what they eating, spending more time with their families and perhaps caring for each other a little more. Do they think that people are appreciating the world alittle more? What do they think God’s reaction would be to this?

PowerPoint Slide 4: Bible Reading
In the Bible it says:
And God said, "See, to you I give every plant which grows on all the earth, and every tree which bears fruit with its own kind of seed. It shall be food for you. And to every wild beast and to every bird of the sky and to every thing that crawls on the earth and is alive, I give every green herb for food." And it was done.

You may want to reflect on this reading, discussing with the children how the world was created to provide food, protection and joy for all creatures, including humans.

PowerPoint Slide 5. Read the poem written by Bethany. Discuss with the children how it recognises what people try do to protect God’s beautiful world. Explain that the last line is a kind of pledge or promise to be thankful and to care for God’s creation.

Spend some time writing a class or ‘bubble’ pledge or promise to be thankful for the beautiful world and promising to care for God’s creation.

Prayer and reflection
PowerPoint Slide 6 
You may like to close your eyes or look at the picture here. I am going to say a pray, you can make it your prayer by saying amen at the end.

Thank you for making the world perfect for us to live in.
Thank you for letting us see how, when we treat the world well, the animals and plants come out to greet us with joy and thanks; and the world become a better place.
Help us to see that by going outside we can surround ourselves with your presence, growing and moving all around us. Amen
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