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Board of Education

The Christian Value of Courage

Key Stage 2 – Reflection 1

You will need

The associated PowerPoint
A piece of paper for each child on which is written encouraging words eg. ‘that’s great’, ‘you are so talented at that’, ‘that showed real skill’.

This reflection builds on the story of Joshua from collective worship and asks children to think about how Joshua encouraged others.


Slide 1

[image: verses about encouragement]Remind the children of the different types of courage talked about in collective worship and the spiritual courage that Joshua showed.

Ask the children: Do people sometimes need courage to begin something? What sort of things?

Ascertain that courage gives you the ability to put aside your fear of failure and take the first steps. Courage helps you overcome the fear of rejection and to attempt things that you have not tried before.


Ask the children to reflect on the fact that, because God created us and knows our personalities, he has provided countless verses in the Bible to not only encourage us, but also to teach us the importance of encouraging people around us.

Slide 2

Tell the children that there is a verse in the Bible that talks about how God wants us to use our words to help others - "Encourage one another, and build each other up." 

Ask the children what the words from the Bible are trying to tell us. How did Jesus encourage Peter in the story from worship? Tell the children that you looked up the word "encourage" in the dictionary even though you knew what it meant. Look at the word on the slide and ask the children to notice what word is buried in the middle. 

Slide 3

The dictionary said that "encourage" means to "give courage, hope or confidence to; to give support to or help." 

Tell the children that you are going to give each of them a small piece of paper (each child reads the phrase written on his or her sheet of paper aloud. select a few of them to read their phrases).
Ask the children to find someone this week who needs to be encouraged. It may be a neighbour, a person that they know in school, or someone in their own family. They can use the words on the paper or some of their own, to encourage someone and build them up. 

Closing prayer

Dear Lord, please lead each of these children this week to someone that needs to be encouraged. May the God who gives us endurance, help us to have the same attitude towards each other as Jesus had for us. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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May the God who gives
endurance and
encouragement give you the
same attitude of mind

toward each other that

Christ Jesus had.

ROMANS 15:5
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