
The Benefice of Upper Itchen  
 

Beauworth, Bramdean, Cheriton, Hinton Ampner,  

Kilmeston and Tichborne  

 
Father God, Creator God, Source of life, 

enable our benefice to become an effective channel of your love 

Amen 

 

Benefice Profile January 2012 



 

 
 
 
 

Note from Bishop Peter 

Over a period of time this benefice has been considering how 
best it should arrange its internal relationships in order that it 
can effectively engage in its mission and ministry to the 
parishes it serves.  
 
Discussion has taken place about the creation of a single 
parish, but currently this is on hold. I have suspended the living 
during this vacancy in order that further discussions can take 
place and so that when a new priest is appointed to the 
benefice they can be part of those ongoing discussions.   
 
Further information, can be obtained from me by phoning 
Lindsey de Maudave, my PA, on 01962 737330    
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Who are we looking for? 
 
This benefice is seeking a priest who will feel at home in the countryside, 
who has the pastoral skill to care for all those in the community, who will 
draw respect as a leader: someone who will develop the faith of 
Christians in the benefice and who will endeavour to reach out to all in 
the community, to encourage them to grow and develop their faith 
 

Priest in Charge Specification 

 A person of prayer 

 An able and articulate preacher and teacher of the Gospel 

 A person who is confident and secure in God’s Love and 

able to express that in loving others 

 Someone who can guide and encourage people in their 

faith, individually and collectively 

 Someone who is able to encourage the ministry of others; 

to discern and develop their gifts 

  A diplomatic leader, sensitive to the needs of individual 

parishes while seeking harmony across the benefice as a 

whole  

 A minister who is flexible in respect of forms of worship, 

ready to embrace the new and the traditional 

 A person with a sense of humour who is interested in the 

people they serve 
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About the benefice 
Challenges 
Since the benefice was formed in 2001 we have 
had three incumbents. This has resulted in two 
lengthy interregnums as well as a period without 
a resident priest when our first incumbent, Rev. 
Robert Williams, was on sick leave.  We are now 
dealing with our third interregnum and our 
congregation yearns for a period of stability. 

There is great goodwill towards the Church 
locally, but in order to fulfil our potential for 
renewal we need a stable, unifying force that will 
allow us to develop the local initiatives that are 
needed to reach into the hearts and homes of 
our fellow villagers. 

The last two incumbents have both launched 
initiatives to combine the six parishes into a 
single parish; however this has not yet been 
implemented. Whilst there is agreement that the 
administrative load on the incumbent needs to 
be lightened, there have been differing views as 
to whether this is best done through coming 
together as a single parish or through the 
Benefice Council playing an enhanced role. 

We see the Church at the heart of our villages, a 
strong link with precious traditions, but also a 
force for community at a time when secular 
pressures are acute. We are looking for 
someone who respects and nurtures the best 
from our heritage, whilst stimulating and leading 
a dynamic Anglicanism which makes worship 
and mission relevant and attractive to all. 

 
Governance 
In early 2005 the six parishes voted to establish 
a Benefice Council (BC) on which all PCC's 
were represented. It was through the medium of 
this Council that the incumbent administered the 
benefice. In 2007 there was a proposal to turn 
the six joint parishes into a single parish. In the 
event, that proposal was not endorsed by all the 
parishes.  

In 2011 a similar proposal to turn the joint PCC 
into a single parish attracted significant support 
but the Bishop of Basingstoke judged that the 
opposition was such, that if it was submitted it 
would not be approved by the Church 
Commissioners. As a result it is felt that the 
proposal to form a single parish should await the 
arrival of the new incumbent.  As the benefice is 
currently suspended a priest in charge will be 

appointed, but previous holders of this post have 
been known as rector.  

The present situation therefore, is that there are 
six PCC's with a BC which has many of the 
functions that a Single PCC would have. The 
details are set out in Appendix C  

All the PCC's are most anxious to be supportive 
of the incumbent and wish to make the 
administration as smooth as possible. There is a 
precedent for the appointment of an 
administrative officer although there is not a 
permanent one presently in post. The PCCs do 
not wish to burden the incumbent with 
unnecessary attendance at meetings and are 
hopeful that they will develop through the BC the 
policies they wish to follow.  

 
Location and composition 

 

The benefice sits astride the A272 some eight 
miles east of Winchester, twelve miles west of 
Petersfield and adjacent to the flourishing 
Georgian market town of New Alresford. It is 
within an area designated as being of 
outstanding natural beauty in the newly created 
South Downs National Park.  

The benefice is within the Deanery of Alresford 
and the Diocese of Winchester. It consists of the 
six parishes of Beauworth, Bramdean, Cheriton, 
Hinton Ampner, Kilmeston and Tichborne. Until 
2001 the parishes were divided into two 
benefices, each of three parishes. The 
Suffragan Bishop with pastoral responsibility for 
the Deanery is the Right Reverend Peter 
Hancock, Bishop of Basingstoke.  

The Census Data in Appendix A shows the age 
profile of those living in the parishes. In all the 
villages there is a mix of those whose families 
have lived in the area for many years, often 
working on the land or in local trades and those 
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who have moved in more recently and either 
commute or, with the facility of broad band, work 
from home. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The parishes that make up the benefice 

 
Living in the benefice 
The rectory is in Cheriton. It is a well maintained 
1950s house with three double bedrooms and 
one single. Downstairs there is a study and a 
sitting room, the latter leading to the dining 
room. It has a good sized kitchen and a utility 
room. The mature garden is about half an acre.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                    The rectory at Cheriton 

It is conveniently situated, being within a stone’s 
throw of St Michael and All Angel’s Church, the 
Flower Pots public house, which has its own 
prize-winning brewery, the village green and 
shop and the recreation ground where there are 
tennis courts and a cricket pitch. Also within 
walking distance of the rectory is the primary 
school, rated as outstanding by Ofsted in 2008 
and in an interim assessment in 2011. 
There is a bus service to Winchester, New 
Alresford and Petersfield, with a stop close to 
the rectory. Winchester and Petersfield are on 
main rail routes between London and Weymouth 
and London and Portsmouth respectively. The 

M3 is about seven miles away, giving easy 
access to the A34, M27 and M25. 
The River Itchen rises in Hinton Ampner and 
flows through the village green at Cheriton, on to 
Tichborne and then to Winchester and the sea. 
The surrounding countryside is a patchwork of 
cultivated fields, water meadows, downland and 
woods. There is an abundance of footpaths and 
bridleways – ideal for walking, cycling and horse 
riding. 

 

The team and worship in the 
benefice 

 
Bruce Newson, Reader                Alex Pease, Ordinand 

Bruce Newson is the lay reader in the benefice 
and is licensed to give communion by extension. 
Alex Pease is the ordinand-in-training for the 
non-stipendiary ministry and expects to be 
ordained in July 2012. There is a precedent and 
budget for part-time administrative support, 
currently provided by Margot Power, the 
administrator for the Arle Valley and Itchen 
Valley benefices.  

Range of services 
Across the benefice, types of worship range 
from traditional BCP to 'Shout Out' children's 
services with musical accompaniment. This 
characterises our congregation as a broad 
church with a unified desire to fill our churches 
and develop our Christian faith with guidance 
and leadership from our priest.  
All the PCCs are aware of the need to help our 
priest make the best use of their time. They 
recognise that the incumbent should not be 
burdened by an obligation to conduct an 
excessive number of services and are looking 
forward to developing a pattern of services 
which could include extending the use of lay 
volunteers. 

Continuity of worship 
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Currently, this is achieved by a rota of services 
in the six churches which is published in Church 
and Village (Appendix B). In the summer months 
there is a seventh, in the Church in the Wood on 
Bramdean Common. Lay volunteers take, 
prepare and lead themed services. A benefice 
Communion is held on the first Sunday of every 
month and rotates between the six churches.  
The pattern of services devotes considerable 
attention to the agricultural festivals of the year, 
Plough, Rogation, Lammas and Harvest. In 
addition, there is an All Souls remembrance 
service, and more recently a popular Dawn 
Service on Easter Day. Tichborne Church holds 
two additional services a year when Anglican 
and Catholic congregations meet for worship. 

Two parishes have monthly Sunday Schools 
and the 'Shout Out' services are held once a 
term in different venues.  

Involvement with the school 
Over the past two years a sound working 
relationship has developed between the Church 
and Cheriton Primary School. The last rector 
was invited to be a member of the governing 
body of the school and like the previous 
incumbent has taken regular assemblies.  

Cheriton church hosts school services during the 
year including the school's harvest festival, carol 
and leavers' services. The older children also 
attend the short remembrance service, with two 
minutes silence being observed at the Cheriton 
war memorial in November. Weekly assemblies 
led by the rector have been much enjoyed by 
the children and it is hoped these will continue. 

The after school club JIGSAW (Jesus Is Great, 
Super And Wonderful), started by the rector 18 
months ago, continues with several people 
across the benefice serving on the team of 
leaders. 

The school also enjoys visiting the churchyard in 
support of curriculum areas such as history, 
geography and art. Opportunities are also taken 
to invite the rector to contribute to work in RE; 
for example talking about symbolism in 
Christianity. 

Alpha 

Between 1997 and 2001 the Alpha Course and 
subsequent follow up courses were run several 
times. Overall about 50 people have attended. 
The course was run again last year with 17 
attendees. In addition, the Alpha follow-up, Life 
Worth Living, was run simultaneously with 11 
attendees. It is hoped that those on these 

courses may eventually form house/cell groups 
for Bible study, to add to the house groups 
which currently operate in the benefice.  

The Life Worth Living group will be running 
Challenging Lifestyles in the New Year. It is  
intended that other courses will be run in the 
future to reach out to those who do not attend 
our churches and to reinforce basic teaching on 
Christianity amongst those who do.  

Other courses on subjects such as Parenting 
Teenagers and the Marriage Course are 
planned.  It is hoped that these will lead to 
attendance on Alpha courses in future.  

Our previous incumbent encouraged the 
establishment of a group to discuss Vision in 
Ministry and Mission. Until the recent Alpha 
Course began, this group of about 18, used to 
meet over dinner every six weeks. It has held a 
series of talks by external speakers on the 
subject of mission – both evangelism and social 
action - and has had an opportunity to discuss 
and pray ex tempore for the benefice. 

Weddings 
There is a strong demand for weddings to be 
conducted in the historic churches of the Upper 
Itchen Benefice. On average, there are twelve a 
year across the six churches. Alex Pease 
currently deals with the administration and 
provides marriage preparation with the help of 
his wife Lucy and also Bruce and Anne Newson, 
using the 'Marriage Preparation Course' 
established by Holy Trinity Brompton. Alex also 
administers FOCCUS inventories and support 
dinners for each couple. Until recently the 
benefice also ran the 'Marriage Course' which 
was most successful, with over 30 couples both 
local and from beyond attending. 

Parish Magazine 
There is a monthly magazine, Church and 
Village (Appendix B) which serves all the 
villages. Between 450 and 500 households 
currently subscribe.  

 
Serving the community  
There is a wide range of pastoral activities 
carried out in the benefice by teams of 
volunteers, working under the auspices of the 
Church. It is recognised that out-reach into the 
community is a very important part of our 
Christian mission. Whilst realising that we live in 
a relatively affluent part of the country there are 
many examples of need on our doorstep.  
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Significant numbers of our congregation are 
committed to making a difference through the 
following initiatives: 

Parish Visitors 

The Parish Visitors group was set up by the 
rector in 2007 to support him with pastoral 
visiting, thus freeing up his own time for other 
work.  

The team of eleven people are all trained and 
experienced, with a good geographical spread 
across the six parishes.  

They offer friendship and support on behalf of 
the local churches and are happy to visit people 
at home or in hospital. The team welcomes 
newcomers to the benefice and can offer advice 
about most church related issues. 

Winchester Churches Night Shelter  
A team of eighteen people cook and serve a 
meal for twenty in the WCNS once a fortnight 
throughout the year. 

Voluntary Care Group 
The Voluntary Care Group grew out of the 
Mission audit of 2008. This is part of a county-
wide 'Good Neighbour' scheme of which there 
are 122 groups who carried out over a hundred 
thousand tasks last year, all on a voluntary 
basis. Since its formation in June 2009, with 
approximately 30 volunteers, the group has 
completed several hundred tasks, mostly 
transport-related. The organisers are on call by 
means of a dedicated mobile phone. The service 
is funded by Hampshire County Council and 
Hampshire NHS and is also supported by both 
Winchester and Portsmouth Dioceses. 

Charities supported. 
The benefice supports the Winchester Churches 
Night Shelter and Watsan.  It also contributes 
towards the Anglican diocese of Lango, as do 
other benefices within the Alresford deanery. 

In addition each PCC has its own choice of 
charities. 
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The Parish of Beauworth 

 
                                                The church of St James, Beauworth 

The Village  
There are in Beauworth, some 40 dwellings, the 
church, a village hall next to the church and a 
pub. The nearest shop and school are in 
Cheriton, two miles away. Most of the parish 
acreage is farm land. 

Beauworth has no civic parish council but does 
have a representative who speaks for the 
residents about village matters. As well as the 
PCC there is a village hall committee. The 
appointments tend to be interrelated with some 
people doing more than one job. bringing 
different parts of  the community together.  

 
The Church and the Services 

St James’ Church is relatively modern (1837), 
although there was a chapel in the village 
mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086. The 
modern east window, given by a former resident, 
includes depictions of the church and some of 
the houses in the village.  

BCP Holy Communion services are held on the 
2nd and 3rd Sundays of each month, the latter 
with hymns. These are usually attended by the 
older members of the community. When there is 
a 5th Sunday a special service is held and an 
effort is made to make it attractive to all ages 
with refreshments afterwards in the village hall. 
In the summer this takes the form of a BBQ 
lunch after a service of thanksgiving for all that 
we value in our village.  

Benefice communion (CW) is held twice a year 
and the children’s ‘Shout Out’ service is also 
occasionally held in Beauworth. There is a 
village prayer chain.  

Most church maintenance is done by volunteers. 
All church officer posts are filled.  

 
                                                                      Beauworth Village Hall 

The People and what they do 

Of the population of about 120, 27 are children 
under 16; and 23 are of retirement age. The 
church electoral roll of 31 includes three non-
residents.  

A significant number of non-church and 
members of other faiths support the church 
financially and in other ways. 

Beauworth parishioners are involved across the 
benefice in such jobs as: 
 
·  organising the children's Shout Out services 

and running the after school Jigsaw club 
·  maintaining The Church in the Wood 
·  organising the cooking for and helping serve 

meals at the Winchester Churches Night 
Shelter on a regular basis 

·  helping in the Cathedral refectory  
·  the PCC organises a monthly coffee morning 

for anyone who likes to come 
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The Parish of Bramdean 

 
                                                   St Simon and St Jude, Bramdean 

Bramdean is a rural village situated in delightful 
rolling countryside. The population of almost 500 
comprises a healthy mix of retired and fully 
employed. Some have local roots going back a 
number of generations, others have settled here, 
attracted by employment opportunities, the ease 
of commuting to London and the pleasant local 
countryside. The mix of skills and incomes is 
wide as reflected in the diversity of 
accommodation.  

There are quite a number of large houses, many 
old village houses, a small modern development 
and a small council estate (many now privately 
owned).There are a significant number of 
families, many with young children, who make a 
valuable contribution of new ideas and talents to 
the community. There is no shop but a very 
helpful and well respected garage and pub.  

The Church of St Simon and St Jude  
This is listed Grade 1 and can seat about 120 
people. It was built in the 12th Century, but with 
many subsequent additions, particularly in the 
19th century. Visitors often comment that "It is a 
light and welcoming small church". There is a 
small bell tower with recently refurbished bells, 
an electric organ, many Victorian stained glass 
windows and two modern tapestries. One 
depicts "The Tree  of Life" which lists all children 
christened in the village, and the other, a 
"Village Collage" includes significant buildings 
and views around the village. The heating and 
lighting have been upgraded and the church has 
been well maintained  

 
                The chancel of Bramdean Church  

Two services are held every month. Matins or 
Communion on the second and a Family Service 
on the fourth Sunday. Fundraising events for the 
church act as a useful catalyst for engagement 
with the village and the wider local community. 
Regular events include the annual fete, harvest 
supper, safari supper and fund raising talks by 
outside speakers, the latest one being by Sir 
Sherard Cowper-Coles on Afghanistan. 

 
                               The Church in the Wood, Bramdean Common 

   The Church in the Wood  
This charming corrugated iron chapel in the 
woods adjoining Bramdean Common was built 
in 1883 by Alfred Bishop. It was to provide a 
place of worship for charcoal burners and other 
itinerant people who stopped on the common 
and for those who lived nearby. It is managed by 
three trustees of the ‘Bishop Charity’. Evensong 
services, fortnightly from May to September 
have an average congregation of 25 including a 
significant attendance from outside the benefice.  
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The Parish of Cheriton 

 
Our Village 
The village of Cheriton, situated 7 miles east of 
Winchester is a classic Hampshire village. A 
warm and thriving community nestling amongst 
rolling farmland it has a post office/shop, pub, 
primary school and recreation ground. The 
population is approximately 630 people in 263 
houses with 25 new properties under con-
struction. 
 
Our Community 
The village hall is home to a wealth of activities 
including a pre-school nursery and toddler 
group, the 'Good Companions' senior residents 
group, 'Yoga' and 'Keep Fit'. The village has a 
thriving cricket team and tennis club, complete 
with pitch and new floodlit hard courts 
respectively. The village also hosts Cheriton 
Singers and The Cheriton Players who 
frequently hold concerts and productions which 
are well supported. 
 
Our Church 
St Michael and All Angels was built during the 
1100’s. It is situated on a small hill, almost 
certainly a prehistoric burial ground. The Church 
is the largest in the benefice with a seating 
capacity in excess of 200. There are 80 people 
on the Parish electoral roll and the regular 
congregation at Sunday communion averages 
25, mainly adults. The congregation en-
compasses all ages including young pro-
fessionals with families, the early retired and the 
elderly. There is a lot of scope to increase 
congregation numbers from within the Parish. St 
Michael’s has an enthusiastic choir, a 
permanent organist and a peel of 6 bells.  

 
The Church of St Michael and All Angels, Cheriton  

The fabric of the church is in good condition 
having undergone a large renovation pro-
gramme only five years ago. The churchyard is 
maintained by 26 village volunteers. 
 
Our Devotion and Down-time 
Our Services are a mix of traditional and con-
temporary worship. There is a real emphasis on 
rural life with regular services including 
Rogationtide, Plough Sunday, Lammastide and 
Harvest Festival. In addition we celebrate St 
Cecilia with great enthusiasm and have our well 
supported choir affiliated to the RSCM led by 
Gillian Gray-Knight, our choir mistress. We are 
very fortunate to have Michael Seymour as our 
organist. Michael and Gillian help to make St 
Michael's a special place to worship with the 
music they produce together. 
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The Parish of Hinton Ampner

 
The Church of All Saints Hinton Ampner 

Hinton Ampner was a large medieval parish 
which included much of what is now Bramdean 
village. In this vicinity its living ranked second 
only to Cheriton in terms of its importance and 
wealth. The parish registers date back to 1561.  
Today, Hinton Ampner is a small hamlet. There 
are 17 on the electoral role. Thirteen live within 
the parish, four outside. 
 
ALL SAINTS HINTON AMPNER  
 
Unique church, unique opportunities 
Situated as it is, within the grounds of, Hinton 
Ampner House, the Church has over 60,000 
potential visitors a year. This National Trust 
Property is open from March to October, at pub-
lished times. 

Historically it is a Grade 2 listed building going 
back to Saxon times. It was rebuilt in the 13th 
century and again in the 19th century. Some 
interesting historical detail is mentioned in the 
benefice web site. Although All Saints’ has only  
one parochial service each month, it has been 
used increasingly for joint services, where its 
easy access, bright interior and prayerful 
atmosphere, make it a good worship centre for 
the whole benefice and for visitors to Hinton 
Ampner House. The church has seating for over 
100 people, and is often full for these special 
services. 

Visitors enjoy seeing two beautiful stained glass 
windows, which were installed in 1970. The twin 
lights represent the ‘Pillar of Cloud’ and the 
‘Pillar of Fire’, from Chapter 13 in the Book of 
Exodus. 
 

 

Outreach and evangelism to the Trust 

Our activities include: 

·  Service of Carol Singing when the House 
is open and decorated for Christmas 

·  Songs of Praise service 
·  Christian books and literature are on 

offer 
·  Prayer cards left by visitors are read out 

in the family service 
·  The Autumn fair sale of produce and 

cakes during the ‘open garden scheme’ 
provides an opportunity for fund raising 
and outreach 

 
                              The Chancel of Hinton Ampner Church 

Unique services include: 

·  Once a month prayer and praise, 
teaching and worship. This is attended 
by over 40 from all parishes (mainly 
teenagers, parents and retired).There is 
a Worship Group of parents and children 
with keyboard and flute led worship. 
Congregation led prayers 

·  Benefice communion, quarterly 
·  Christmas Eve service and communion 

with over 160 people coming to attend 
the service and have drinks in the House 

·  Harvest Festival Service followed by 
ploughman's lunch. Everyone on the 
PCC contributing 

·  Worship Service with modern songs and 
bible readings - outreach to all parishes 
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The Parish of Kilmeston 

 
                                                The Church of St Andrew, Kilmeston 

The Village 
Kilmeston is a small village due south of 
Cheriton and the A272.  It has a total population 
of about 200 spread between New Cheriton (half 
of which falls within the parish of Kilmeston) and 
Kilmeston itself. It has a balanced demographic 
between parents with young children, those with 
teenage children and retired people. The village 
is small enough to be quite intimate, but without 
being intrusive. It welcomes newcomers. In 
addition to the church, there is a village hall and 
together these provide the two social focuses of 
the village.   

Once a year the village hall and the church, pool 
resources to put on the Kilmeston Village Fete in 
the gardens of Dean House – a particularly 
beautiful Queen Anne house to the east of the 
village. With a few houses given over to week-
enders, everyone in the village needs to work 
together to put the fete on and this event really 
brings us together – quite apart from providing 
much needed income for church and hall. We 
also hold, annually, cricket and tennis matches 
and a quiz against Longwood (a neighbouring 
village). 
 
The Church Building and Services   
St. Andrew's is listed Grade 2 and was built in 
1772 on the foundations of what the Domesday 
survey noted as annexed to Cheriton.  The 
church is in fact thought to be of Saxon or 
Norman origin. It was restored in 1865 and then 
again in 1875 and 1898. Little of the original 
Norman features are visible. It has seating 
capacity for 100. There are about 40 people on 
the church electoral roll and we have a regular 
attendance of between 15 and 30 at the two 
monthly services – a Family Service and a 

Communion Service.  At Christmas we hold a 
Christingle and Carol Service at which a village 
orchestra of children and adults play carols led 
by one of the Roman Catholic families in the 
village. Our services at most festivals attract 
50/60 people which gives a clue as to how large 
our regular church population could be. 

 

The Friends of St Andrew’s 
We are fortunate to have within the village a 
number of people who want to help finance the 
maintenance of the church building in the 
village, even though some of them are not 
church goers. It is for this group that the Friends 
of St Andrew's was founded.  The Friends hold 
two quizes a year and a Christmas Bazaar.  
Funds raised go towards projects which help 
maintain the church building and keep it as a 
valued village resource. 
 
The Church Community 
Kilmeston has a range of families and retired 
village members who attend church. In recent 
years, the village has been the centre, within the 
benefice, for a number of teaching and bible 
study initiatives which continue to be run. 
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The Parish of Tichborne  
Tichborne is an ancient village which straddles 
the River Itchen as it flows from Cheriton to 
Winchester. Before the Norman Conquest it also 
embraced land which now constitutes Cheriton 
and Beauworth. The Bishops of Winchester 
were granted these lands by Saxon kings in the 
10th century. They established what came to be 
known as the Manor of Cheriton and from this 
estate they granted sub-manors, one of which 
was Tichborne.  
 
Tichborne Today  
The village has a pub, the Tichborne Arms, and 
a cricket club. The village remains significantly 
agricultural, although in recent years an 
increasing number of commuters have made 
their homes here – some travelling to London 
and others to nearby towns. A growing number 
of inhabitants also work from home. The number 
of young families is also increasing and the last 
three years have seen many more young 
children living in the village.  
 
The centre of the village is near the pub and the 
church, but there are also out-lying areas at 
Vernal, Ladycroft, Sevington and Longwood. 
The Alresford & District Agricultural Show and 
the Hampshire Country Sports Day are held 
annually in Tichborne Park. In March there is the 
annual ceremony of the Tichborne Dole when 
the Tichborne family provides flour to villagers 
from Tichborne and Cheriton in memory of Lady 
Mabella Tichborne.  
 
To celebrate the Millennium, the Parish Council 
published Tichborne 2000 which gives a brief 
history of the village and provides a record of 
the people who lived and worked here – most of 
whom still live in the village. 
 
St Andrew’s Church and Services  
St Andrew’s, Tichborne is a Grade I listed 
building from the 11th Century. It is likely that it 
was once the church for the larger parish 
described above. The Tichborne family, who 
had been granted their estate by c.1135, came 
to be closely associated with St Andrew’s and 
carried out additions in the 14th Century. In 
1621 King James I allowed Sir Benjamin 
Tichborne to retain the chantry chapel in 
recognition of his help in securing Hampshire at 
his accession. It remains consecrated to the 
Roman Catholic Communion. It is still used for a 
mass by the Tichborne family and provides the 
community with ecumenical opportunities. There 

are now two services a year when Anglican and 
Roman Catholic congregations meet for 
worship. 
 

 
The Church of St Andrew, Tichborne 

Some 170 people live in Tichborne. Thirty nine 
residents are on the electoral roll. Each month 
two traditional (BCP) services are held with a 
family service in those months with five 
Sundays. Regular attendance varies between 
about 10 (Holy Communion) and 18 (Evensong) 
with many more attending special services. 
Building on recent experience, the PCC has 
decided to hold more family services to reach 
the increasing number of young families in the 
parish. 
 
Church and Village Activities 
Not having a village hall, community activities 
generally take place in the church, people’s 
homes, in the pub or at one of the farms. Over 
the last few years, organised carol singing in the 
village has attracted about 50 people and a 
variety of other fund-raising events have been 
well supported by people from Tichborne and 
the surrounding villages. 
 
Church Management  
St Andrew’s is well maintained and the PCC has 
recently put in hand a programme of re-
furbishment and redecoration, further enhancing 
the appeal of this beautiful church.  
 
The churchyard is a place of great beauty and 
tranquillity. It is being managed in a way that 
maintains its character as a wildlife habitat. It 
boasts a rich selection of flora and fauna and 
observations of butterflies and moths are 
regularly logged with Butterfly Conservation. 
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Appendix A 
Winchester City Council Census Data 2001 

 
The results of the 2010 census are not yet available but the figures for Church electoral rolls and 

average church attendances  are to hand and have been updated in this table 
 

 Homes Pop 0-16 17-24 25-59 60-74 75+ Ch 
Elect 
roll 

Av Church 
Attendance at 
regular services 

Beauworth 40 120 27 8 61 15 8 31 10 
Bramdean and 
Hinton Ampner 

199 
- 

561 
- 

113 
- 

79 
- 

245 
- 

74 
- 

50 
- 

62 
17 

22 
12-100 

Cheriton 288 687 150 59 317 99 62 80 25 
Kilmeston 116 280 57 28 137 35 23 37 20 
Tichborne 74 170 35 15 70 40 10 39 14  
 717 1818 379 192 848 261 161 263  
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Appendix B 
Church and Village December 2011Church and Village.pdf  
 
Please look for this file on the benefice web site..
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Appendix C 

 
Benefice Council Functions 
 
The present situation is that the following functions are delegated to the Benefice Council ( Joint 
PCC):- 

1. the formulation and (in conjunction with the Parochial Church Councils) the implementation of 
policies for mission and church growth.  

2. consulting with the Incumbent of the benefice on the formulation and the implementation of 
policies with respect to licensed, accredited and authorised ministry. 

3. work with children and young people including the operation of a benefice-wide Child Protection 
Policy. 

4. matters relating to benefice services; 
5. agreement on the pattern of Sunday services, following consultation with each Parochial Church 

Council. 
6. the selection and support of benefice mission partners; 
7. discussion of parochial church share allocation. 
8. the formulation and implementation of baptism and marriage policies in consultation with 

incumbent of the benefice. 
9. oversight of benefice communications, such as Church & Village, any benefice website, and 

Christmas service cards. 

 Functions that cannot be delegated to the Benefice Council (but which the PCC of a single parish 
would have) are:- 

1. functions of an interested party under the Pastoral Measure 1983 Part I; this measure gives 
PCC's the right to be consulted before any Scheme is made 

2. functions of a Parochial Church Council under Section 3 of the Priests (Ordination of Women) 
Measure 1993; This measure says that each PCC can refuse to have a female incumbent/female 
celebrant of HC 

3. functions of each Parochial Church Council under Part II of the Patronage (benefices) Measure 
1986; this says what the secretary of each PCC must do when notified by the patronage office. It 
also gives PCC's the right to appoint representatives to take part in interviewing of candidates 

4. functions concerned with the holding of real property and other matters for which separate legal 
personality is required. A Joint PCC( Benefice Council) like ours cannot hold money or property. 
To get round this Cheriton PCC holds the Benefice Council money. 
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Appendix D 
 

PCC Accounts available on application to the bishop 's secretary 


